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Macclesfield s Latter career,
different accounts of the Life of Richard Savage, one publish in The Plain Dealer, in 1724, another in 1737, and another the powerful pen of Johnson, in 1744, and all of them wh Lady Macclesfield was alive, should, notwithstanding the sevc attacks upon her1, have been suffered to pass without a publick and effectual contradiction.
I have thus endeavoured to sum up the evidence upon t case, as fairly as I can ; and the result seems to be, tf the world must vibrate in a state of uncertainty as to what v\ the truth.
This digression, I trust, will not be censured, as it relates tc matter exceedingly curious, and very intimately connected w Johnson, both as a man and an authour".
1 According to Johnson, she was at Bath when Savage's poem of Tlie Hasiard was published. ' She could not,1 he wrote, 'enter the assembly-rooms or cross the walks without being saluted with some lines from The Bastard. This was perhaps the first time that she ever discovered' a sense of shame, and on this occasion the power of wit was very conspicuous ; the wretch who had without scruple proclaimed herself an adulteress, and who had first endeavoured to starve her son, then to transport him, and afterwards to hang- him, was not able to bear the representation of her own conduct; but fled from reproach, though she felt no pain from guilt, and left Bath with the utmost haste to shelter herself among the crowds of London.' Johnson's Works, viii. 141.
' Miss Mason, after having forfeited the title of Lady Macclesfield by divorce, was married to Colonel Brett, and, it is said, was well known in all the polite circles. Collcy Gibber, I am informed, had so high an opinion of her taste and judgement as to genteel life, and manners, that he submitted every scene of his Careless Husband to Mrs, Brett's revisal and correction. Colonel Brett was reported to be too free
in his gallantry with his Lady's iru Mrs. Brett came into a room < day in her own house, and found Colonel   and   her  maid   both   i asleep in two chairs.     She tied white handkerchief round her h band's neck, which was a suffici proof that she had discovered intrigue ; but she never at any ti took notice of it to him.    This ciclent, as I am told, gave occas to the   well-wrought scene   of Charles and Lady Easy and Edgi BOSWELL.    Lady Macclesfield cl 1753, aged above 80.    Her eW daughter, by Col. Brett, was, for few  last   months   of  his  life, mistress of George  I.    (Walpo Reminiscences,   \,   cv.)     Her  in riage   ton   years   after   her   ro lover's death is thus announced the Gent, Mag.,  1737 :—(Sept, Sir W. Lcman, of Nortfiall, Ba to Miss Brett \Jiriit] of Hand Sir an heiressj' and again next mo —' Oct. 8.   Sir William Lcman Northall, Baronet, to  Miss Br half sister to Mr, Savage, son. to late Earl. Rivers;' for the differci of date I know not how to accoti but the second   insertion  was, doubt, made by Savage to count ance his own pretensions.   CROKous notice by the satirical pen of Savage. BOSWELL.
